THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 
MONK HESLEDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THE 28th of APRIL 2025 


	Present
	Chairman: G M Crute
Councillors: R Bowes, S Childs, L Davison, O Deinali, S Deinali, G Duddin,                 A Mason, N Thompson,  


	Officers

	L Wardle (Parish Clerk) 


	mh24-25149
	TO RECEIVE & ACCEPT APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies received and accepted from Cllrs’ G Morris, A Paterson & M Wells


	mh24-25150
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ON ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Councillor G Duddin declared a registerable interest in item 10, request for financial assistance from St Andrews Neighbourhood Outreach Group, as he holds a position on the management committee. 

Councillor A Mason declared a non-registerable interest in item 10, request for financial assistance from St Andrews Neighbourhood Outreach Group as she attends the events provided by the group.


	mh24-25151
	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 
24th MARCH 2025

A copy of the minutes had been forwarded with the agenda

RESOLVED the above minutes be confirmed and approved as a true record


	mh24-25152
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were in attendance


	mh24-25153
	POLICE REPORT
 
The report received from PCSO K Hall had been received that day and was            e-mailed to members for information.

RESOLVED the information is received and noted


	mh24-25154
	MEMBERS REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS/EVENTS ON BEHALF OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Councillor Duddin had attended the Blackhall ATC meeting and gave a verbal report

RESOLVED Councillor Duddin is thanked for his attendance at this meeting 





	mh2425155
	ESTATES MANAGER’S REPORT

The Estate’s Manager’s report had been circulated for information and comment, the Chairman passed on thanks for the work undertaken at the area on Middle Street, Blackhall Colliery and how amazing Blackhall Welfare Park is looking.

RESOLVED the information is received and noted and FURTHER RESOLVED the Estates Manager is asked to thank his team for their outstanding work



	mh24-25156








	BLACKHALL WELFARE PARK PROJECT (min ref mh24-25110)

A site meeting to discuss the construction phase of the project with the contractor is to take place on 30th April, members will be updated at the next meeting.

  RESOLVED the information is received and noted

	mh24-25157
	CLERK’S REPORT

No matters to report


	mh24-25158
	REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Councillor G Duddin declared a registerable interest and Councillor A Mason declared a non-registerable interest in relation to the following item and left the meeting

St. Andrews Neighbourhood Outreach Group
A request for assistance for £500.00 had been received and circulated to members for consideration.

RESOLVED that a donation of £500.00 be granted to Neighbourhood Outreach Group

LG Misc. Prov 1976 s19
Neighbourhood Outreach Group 

Councillors Duddin & Mason returned to the meeting


	mh24-25159








	FINANCIAL

a) To endorse the following invoices for payment, including agreed direct debits and payroll.

	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	31.03.2025
	Right Fuel Card
	Fuel
	£63.44

	31.03.2025
	Mastercopy
	Photocopies
	£72.37

	01.04.2025
	Grenke
	Photo copier lease
	£123.19

	01.04.2025
	Zurich Municipal
	Annual Renewal
	£8,361.51

	07.04.2025
	Right Fuel Card
	Fuel
	£19.36

	09.04.2025
	Coop
	BACS Fees
	£7.68

	13.04.2025
	EE
	Mobile Phones
	£113.34

	14.04.2025
	Right Fuel Card
	Fuel
	£98.74

	14.04.2025
	Spalding’s
	Equipment
	£1,731.36

	14.04.2025
	JRB
	Dog Bags
	£1,927.32

	14.04.2025
	Blackhall Banner Group
	Donation
	£50.00

	15.04.2025
	DCC
	Bus Rates Hesleden Cem
	£53.06

	15.04.2025
	DCC
	Bus Rates Blackhall Cem
	£293.20

	15.04.2025
	DCC
	Bus Rates Council Off
	£327.50

	15.04.2025
	DCC
	Dog Bin Grass Cut 
	£768.58

	18.04.2025
	DCC
	HMRC LGPS
	£6,020.68

	21.04.2025
	Right Fuel Card
	Fuel
	£33.54

	22.04.2025
	Eon
	Elec Xmas Tree
	£56.53

	22.04.2025
	Eon
	Elec Blackhall Cemetery
	£52.92

	23.04.2025
	Amazon
	Wing mirrors
	£20.99

	24.4.2025
	DCC
	April Wages
	£10,970.36

	25.04.2025
	Babble
	Telephones
	£106.20

	28.04.2025
	Pear Technology
	Annual Subs
	£366.00

	28.04.2025
	CDALC
	Subscription
	£1,012.26

	28.04.2025
	JT Dove
	Timber
	£23.28

	28.04.2025
	G Robinson
	Materials 
	£98.99

	28.04.2025
	Durham Miners Gala
	Advert
	£200.00

	28.04.2025
	Rialtas
	Account/Cemetery Software
	£802.80

	28.04.2025
	Northumbrian Water
	Bungalow Sewerage
	£124.93

	28.04.2025
	Northumbrian Water
	Water Supply
	£1,990.52

	28.04.2025
	Blackford’s Nurseries
	Compost Shrubs
	£181.98

	28.04.2025
	Uniform Supplies Ltd
	Uniform 
	£328.41

	28.04.2025
	Corona 
	Gas Council Office
	£268.44

	28.04.2025
	Corona 
	Gas Changing Rooms
	£46.87

	28.04.2025
	Krystal Cleaning
	Cleaning
	£904.56

	28.04.2025
	Spalding’s
	Shovels Chain Oil
	£203.63

	28.04.2025
	Pena Pat Testing
	Pat Testing
	£111.00

	28.4.2025
	Affordable Landscapes
	Blackhall Cemetery cut
	£624.00

	28.04.2025
	Right Fuel Card
	Fuel
	£68.98

	30.04.2025
	Document Solutions
	IT Support SLA
	£197.64

	 
	 
	Total
	£38,826.16


			
b) To accept bank reconciliation @ 31st March 2025 & bank transfer information
    The Clerk had distributed a bank reconciliation, which as of 31st March 2025, 
         showed combined bank balances of £584,080.25, Councillor S Childs checked and signed the reconciliation

Co-op Bank inter account transfer £170,000

RESOLVED the information is received and noted

c) To receive income & expenditure report @ 31st March 2025
  A copy of the above report had been forwarded with the agenda for consideration 
  by members, the Clerk confirmed expenditure will be below the agreed budget. The
  Clerk provided an estimated cost to Council of the Government’s increase in 
  employers’ national insurance contributions for 2025-26.

   A request was made by the Clerk for approval to make a budget virement of  
   £15,000 from general reserves to the apprentice budget minute ref mh24-25142.
   
   RESOLVED the report is received and noted and FURTHER RESOLVED  
   approval is given to a budget virement of £15000 from general reserves to 
   apprentice budget 

d) To approve Statement of Accounts@ 31st March 2025
  A copy of the Council’s statements of accounts at 31st March 2025 had been distributed to members for approval

  RESOLVED the statement of accounts @ 31st March 2025 be received and approved

e)  Approve of Annual Governance & Accountability Return 2024/25 
  
A copy of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2024/25 had been distributed to members with the agenda.
	
	Section 1 Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial management during the year, and for the preparation of the accounting statements.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control, including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves that there are no matters of  
  actual or potential non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper Practices
  that could have significant financial effect on the ability of this authority to conduct
  its business or manage its finances. 

4. We provided proper opportunity during the year for the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing the council and took appropriate steps to manage those risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or external insurance cover where required.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the council accounting records and control systems.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal and external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on the council and, where appropriate have included them in the accounting statements.

RESOLVED Section1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25 be approved


Section 2- Accounting Statements 2024/25

 RESOLVED Section 2 - Accounting Statements for 2024/25 be received and approved


	mh24-25160


    
	PLANNING 

None received

	mh24-25161

	CORRESPONDENCE

None received


	mh24-25162
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED the next meeting will be held on Monday 19th May 2025 at 6pm in the Council Office, 68 Middle Street, Blackhall Colliery







CERTIFIED AS A TRUE RECORD

 Chairman ……………………………………….

Date ………………………………………,
2

