  THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF 
MONK HESLEDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON 19th MAY 2025


	Present
	Councillors: R Bowes, S Childs, GM Crute, L Davison, O Deinali, S Deinali,                 G Duddin, A Mason, G Morris, A Paterson, N Thompson,
 

	Officer
	L Wardle (Parish Clerk) 


	mh25-2601
	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL

Councillor R Bowes proposed the current chairman to be re-elected, no other 
nominations were received.	

RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs GM Crute be unanimously elected as Chairman of
Monk Hesleden Parish Council for the Municipal Year 2025/26 



	mh25-2602
	TO RECEIVE THE CHAIRMAN’S DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

Councillor Mrs G Crute accepted her election to Chairman; she declared her 
Acceptance of Office,  signed the required form and proceeded to chair the meeting.

   	 RESOLVED the Chairman’s Declaration of Acceptance of Office be received



	mh25-2603
	ELECTION OF VICE- CHAIRMAN
          
Councillor R Bowes was nominated for the position of Vice Chairman, no other 
           nominations were received.

RESOLVED Councillor R Bowes be appointed as Vice Chairman of Monk Hesleden Parish Council for the Municipal Year 2025/26



	mh25-2604
	TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

All members were present

The Chairman read out an e-mail from Councillor M Wells advising of her resignation from the council.

Apologies were received from Estates Manager

RESOLVED the resignation is accepted and the Returning Officer at Durham County Councils is informed of the vacancy.



	mh25-2605
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

No declarations were received


	mh25-2606
	TO APPOINT MEMBERS TO SERVE ON THE PARISH COUNCIL COMMITTEES & REVIEW TERMS OF REFERENCE

Details of current committees and terms of reference were distributed to members with the agenda for consideration and review.

After discussion, it was RESOLVED that the following members be appointed:

Appeals panel for both staffing & complaints committees:
R Bowes, A Childs, L Davison, S Deinali, A Mason, G Morris, A Paterson   

Budget Committee: S Childs, G M Crute, G Morris, N Thompson

Complaints committee: S Childs, G M Crute, O Deinali, G Duddin, 
N Thompson

[bookmark: _Hlk41485888]Environment Committee: S Childs, G Duddin, A Mason, N Thompson

Events Committee:  R Bowes, G M Crute, L Davison, S Deinali

Health & Safety Committee: S Childs, G M Crute, L Davison, A Paterson,                  N Thompson  

Planning Committee: S Childs, L Davison, S Deinali, G Duddin, N Thompson
     
Staffing Committee: S Childs, G M Crute, O Deinali, G Duddin, N Thompson

Welfare Park User Group: G M Crute, G Duddin, N Thompson

Welfare Park Project: S Childs, G M Crute, G Duddin, G Morris, Clerk &           Estates Manager

Councillors Areas of Responsibility: Public spaces G Duddin

The Clerk & Estates Manager passed on their thanks to Councillor Duddin for his continued help in checking the play areas on a weekly basis.

Details of the Council’s current representatives outside bodies and organisations were also distributed with the agenda for consideration. 

After discussion, it was RESOLVED the Parish Council representatives be appointed as follows: 

Blackhall Air Training Corps - G Duddin

County Durham Association of Larger Councils Forum - G M Crute, S Deinali,            G Morris & Clerk 

Durham Heritage Coast - G M Crute (Clerk if required)

East Durham Association of Parish & Town Councils -
O Deinali, S Deinali & A Mason

East Durham Trust - O Deinali & A Paterson

East Durham South Local Network - to be appointed at a future meeting

Hesleden Residents Association - S Deinali & N Thompson

FURTHER RESOLVED the Council’s terms of reference are reviewed and accepted



	mh25-2607
	TO FIX THE AMOUNT OF THE CHAIRMAN’S ALLOWANCE IN PURSUANCE OF SECTION 15(5) LOCAL GOVT ACT 1972

           The matter was discussed by members.
	
           RESOLVED the Chairman’s allowance be set at £250.00



	mh25-2608
	TO FIX THE DATES & TIMES OF ORDINARY & COMMITTEE MEETINGS FOR THE ENSUING YEAR

  A list of meeting dates for the forthcoming municipal year had been distributed to members with the agenda for approval.
	
	RESOLVED the meeting dates are approved



	mh25-2609
	TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON THE 
28th APRIL 2025

RESOLVED the above minutes be confirmed and approved as a true record



	mh25-2610
	PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

No members of the public were present 



	mh25-2611 
	POLICE REPORT
 
 PCSO Hall 1st April 2025 to 30th April 2025, a copy of which had been emailed to 
 members.

 The Clerk also advised of a PACT meeting to be held in Hesleden Workingmen’s Club
  on 27th June 2025 at 6pm 

RESOLVED the information is received and noted



	mh25-2612
	MEMBERS REPORTS OF ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS/EVENTS ON BEHALF OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

Members had not attended any meetings or events on behalf of the Parish Council


	mh25-2613
	ESTATES MANAGER REPORT

The Estates Manager had submitted his apologies.

RESOLVED apologies accepted


	mh25-2614
	WELFARE PARK PROJECT

The Clerk advised the start date for this project to commence will be Monday 9th June 2025 with completion by the start of the school holidays in July.

Following a meeting with the contractor further clearance is needed on the former garden site and the Clerk requested delegated approval to meet with the appointed landscaper to discuss and approve any works required. There are sufficient monies allocated in the budget to meet this item of expenditure.

A further discussion took place with regards to the publicity/communication strategy required for this project, the Clerk was requested to prepare a suitable plan and forward to members 

RESOLVED the Clerk is given delegated authority to instruct the additional work and report then outcome at a future meeting.



	mh25-2615
	CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on the proposed Durham County Council Local Networks, which are being introduced to replace the former East Durham Area Action Partnership (AAP). As part of this new structure, one representative—either a Parish or Town Councillor—will need to be appointed collectively by all member councils to serve on the newly formed East Durham South Board.

To support and help facilitate this requirement, it has been suggested local clerks provide initial administrative and organisational support until the group is fully established. The Clerk confirmed, subject to the Parish Council’s approval, she would be willing to assist.

RESOLVED the Parish Council agrees the nomination to this group and at a future meeting and FURTHER RESOLVED the Clerk provides support where possible



	mh25-2616
	REVIEW OF POLICIES

The following policies had been distributed with the agenda for consideration and comment –
Co-option policy 
Retention of documents and records policy

RESOLVED reviewed and adopted





	mh25-2617
	REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS & FINANCIAL REGULATIONS

The Clerk advised these documents had been reviewed and updated in line with NALC guidelines.

RESOLVED reviewed and adopted


	mh25-2618
	FINANCIAL

a) To endorse invoices for payment
  To endorse the following invoices for payment, including agreed direct debits and payroll.

	Date
	Payee
	Description
	Amount

	02.05.25
	Mastercopy
	Photocopying
	£72.37

	05.05.25
	Right Fuel Card
	Fuel
	£106.78

	07.05.25
	NWG Wave
	Water Supply Cem
	£115.37

	07.05.25
	Cathedral Hygiene
	Hygiene Bins
	£70.20

	08.05.25
	Amazon
	Eye Wash
	£6.98

	09.05.25
	Co-Operative
	Bacs Fees
	£7.68

	12.05.25
	Argos
	TV and Stand
	£282.32

	13.05.25
	EE
	Mobile phones
	£113.05

	15.05.25
	DCC
	Ground Rent Play Gr
	£100.00

	15.05.25
	DCC
	Bus Rates Bhall Cem
	£289.00

	15.05.25
	DCC
	Bus Rates Council Off
	£324.00

	15.05.25
	DCC
	Dog Bins Grass Cut 
	£768.53

	15.05.25
	Corona Energy
	Electricity Supply
	£690.46

	18.05.25
	DCC
	HMRC LGPS
	£6619.14

	19.05.25
	Right Fuel Card
	Fuel
	£157.07

	19.05.25
	Argos
	Stationery
	£16.98

	20.05.25
	W D Moore
	Annual Internal Audit
	£350.00

	20.05.25
	St Andrews Group
	Donation
	£500.00

	20.05.25
	Arco
	Staff Uniform
	£66.57

	20.05.25
	Affordable Landscapes
	Cem Grass Cuts
	£1248.00

	20.05.25
	DCC
	Hr sla
	£318.00

	20.05.25
	Aitkens
	Grass Feed
	£108.36

	20.05.25
	JT Dove
	Cement Sand
	£200.48

	23.05.25
	DCC
	Monthly Salaries
	£11,077.30

	26.05.25
	Charles Dickens
	PPE
	£119.67

	26.05.25
	Seton
	Dog Signs
	£176.39

	26.05.25
	Babble
	Telephones B Band
	£106.20

	26.05.25
	CDALC
	Training
	£60.00

	26.05.25
	Safechem
	Toilet Roll Hand Towel
	£82.63

	26.05.25
	Durham Turf
	Turf/Top Soil
	£174.00

	26.05.25
	Right Fuel Card
	Fuel
	£91.79

	26.05.25
	Turfcare
	Grass Seed
	£119.20

	26.05.25
	Standard Security
	Replace DVR
	£206.40

	28.05.25
	Corona Energy
	Gas Supply
	£197.11

	30.05.25
	Document Solutions
	IT Support
	£197.64

	
	
	Total
	£25,139.73

	 
	 
	
	

	Income
	
	
	

	Date
	Payee
	Description 
	Amount

	09.05.25
	Scott Memorials
	Memorial Fees
	£40.00

	13.05.25
	Resident 
	Burial Fees
	£275.00

	13.05.25
	Dog Bags
	Sales
	£116.00

	13.05.25
	Resident
	Memorial Fees
	£60.00

	13.05.25
	Blackhall Ladies Bowls
	Annual Subs
	£120.00

	14.05.25
	Scott Memorials
	Memorial Fees
	£40.00

	27.05.25
	Durham County Council
	Police service charge and quarterly rent
	£2472.72

	28.05.25
	Durham County Council
	County & Parish Election
	£300.00

	29.05.25
	Resident 
	Burial Fees
	£880.00

	
	
	Total
	£4303.72

	
	
	
	




b) To receive bank reconciliation @ 30th April 2025
The Clerk had distributed a bank reconciliation as of 30th April 2025 which 
        showed combined bank balances of £733,249.98, Councillor S Childs checked and signed the reconciliation.

RESOLVED the information is received and noted 

c)  Receive and approve internal audit report for year ending 31stMarch 2025
The Clerk had forwarded the internal audit report together with the Annual Governance & Annual Return Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25 for consideration and approval.

RESOLVED the reports are received and approved

d) Review maturing investment
The current Nationwide investment is due to mature in June 2025; the Clerk recommended to re-invest for a 12-month period.

RESOLVED the funds, together with accrued interest,  are reinvested into a fixed rate saver account for 12 months



	mh25-2619 
	PLANNING 
 
  None received


	mh25-2620
	CORRESPONDENCE

None received


	   mh25-2621
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

RESOLVED the next meeting will be held on Monday 23rd June 2025 at 6pm in the Council Office, 68 Middle Street, Blackhall Colliery








CERTIFIED AS A TRUE RECORD

 Chairman ……………………………………….

Date …………………………………………
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