MONK HESLEDEN PARISH COUNCIL

GAZETTE
Challenging Times
2020 was a year like no other for our villages and 2021
is shaping up to be another challenging year.
As a council we have continued to operate whilst ensuring
we adhere to Government regulations and advice. Our
number one priority is to ensure the safety and wellbeing
of our employees and our residents.
We have had to overcome many challenges over
the past year- ensuring we could continue to
operate as a burial authority, keeping visitors to
our parks and play areas safe, maintaining sports
surfaces and adapting to virtual council meetings.
Due to Covid-19 many of our annual events had
to be cancelled, whilst some were carried out
diﬀerently using technology.
On Remembrance
Sunday we switched
online to hold a virtual
Remembrance Service
and would like to
take this opportunity
to thank those who
helped; Pupils from

SPRING
2021

Preparing
the wicket

Blackhall, Hesleden & St. Joseph’s RC Primary
Schools, Wellﬁeld Community School, County
Councillor Rob Crute, Edwina McGarry and all
residents for displaying their window tributes.
The pandemic impacted on our usual
Christmas tree lighting event with our primary
schools being unable to attend. Undeterred we
broadcast the events live on social media.
We would like to say thank you
to Fathers Kyle & Jackson and
Deacon Annabelle for being
brave enough to take part in
the live streaming of the
services and for the help and
support they continue to
provide to our communities.

Hesleden Cemetery

Perfect pitch

Hesleden
Christmas
Tree

We Will Remember Them

Amazing Food Donation Response
Donation to Harbour
Support collected by
Michelle Hannant

INSIDE
THIS
ISSUE

In December we sent out a plea for food
donations - and what a response! The amazing
generosity of so many people enabled us to
make donations to the East Durham Trust,
Feeding Families, Harbour Support Services and
Horden Salvation Army. We also secured Gifts
of Hope boxes from East Durham Trust, which
Reverend Susan Richardson kindly delivered
on our behalf.
Parks & Facilities
Manager John Peace
delivers donations to
East Durham Trust

Chairman, Gaynor Crute
delivers donations to
Horden Salvation Army
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Christmas Treats • Litter Picking • Community Recognition Award •
Refurbishment of the Scheme Houses Play Area • Chicken’s Green

Footpaths & Highways • Parish Council planting schemes •
Crimdon Hub • Police & Communities Together (PACT)

Your Parish
Council

Christmas Treats
We missed the children at our annual Christmas
tree lighting events so we decided to give them
a treat and bring Christmas cheer by delivering
selection boxes to all schools for every pupil.
Cllr Stacey Deinali at
Hesleden Primary School

Chairman Gaynor Crute visits
Blackhall Primary School

Thank you to Cllr Rob Bowes for
delivering to St. Joseph’s RC Primary School

The Chairman visited the three care homes in our parish area, Field View
Care Home, Yodhen Care Home Complex and Abbeyvale Nursing Home,
to drop oﬀ a small gift for each care home residents and a shared gift for
the staﬀ members.

Litter Picking
The Parish Council and County Councillor Rob

over the past few months, and in particular for

Crute were happy to help volunteers, known

removing of the full bags of rubbish.

as Blackhall Litter Lads & Lasses by providing

We are also aware of other residents

litter picking equipment. They have been doing

who litter pick without recognition, so

an amazing job whilst also adhering to current

on behalf of our residents thank you -

Government guidelines. Thank you also to

we are grateful for the work you carry

those businesses who have supported them

out in our community.

Looking Forward
Community Recognition Award
The Coronavirus Pandemic has had a signiﬁcant
impact on our communities and has meant that
we’ve all had to learn to live and work in diﬀerent
ways. This has generated a huge amount of
innovation, generosity and community spirit in
our local organisations, groups and people.
The Parish Council recognises the contributions
that people living or working in the Monk
Hesleden Parish area have made during
this period and would like to celebrate them
by introducing a series of Community
Recognition Awards.

There will be three categories:

Volunteer Award, for individuals who have volunteered their
time and eﬀort;

Worker Award, for people who have been required to work
including, but not exclusive to, keyworkers and
Good Neighbour Award, for someone who has helped out people in the community.
There will also be a special Chairman’s Award.
The awards will be presented at an event at some point in the future when government
guidelines indicate that it’s safe to do so.
Details of how you can nominate someone for an award will be published on the Parish Council’s
website and also shared onto its Facebook page.

Refurbishment of the Scheme
Houses Play Area
The Parish Council is pleased to announce that contractors have been appointed to
upgrade the play equipment and safety surface at the Scheme Houses play area.

Thank you, County Councillor Crute, for securing a grant
of £10,000 towards this scheme.
The Parish Council has been in touch with representatives from the Bradley Lowery
Foundation with a view to linking this project to Bradley.
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Footpaths & Highways
By working together County Councillor Rob Crute and the Parish Council have ensured
that many footpaths in the parish have beneﬁted from repair and reinstatement.
However, repairs to the stretch of the pathway between Blackhall Rocks and Crimdon
were persistently delayed. Together we have pressed for these repairs to be undertaken
for quite a few years because we think it is essential this work is undertaken before the
opening of the Crimdon Hub.

LATEST: Conﬁrmation has now been received from Durham Highways
oﬃce that these works have been approved and work is scheduled to
commence in Spring 2021.
A further ongoing issue is the access road to Crimdon Dene and the poor condition of
the highway. Again, it is vital this road is made safe, in time for the opening of the Crimdon
Hub. We are told that there are issues over the ownership of this access road and these are
currently being investigated by Durham County Council’s Legal Department. Both the Parish
Council and County Councillor Rob Crute will continue to work in partnership to pursue this
matter with the expectation that the road will be repaired in the very near future.

Residents have reported that vehicles are exceeding the speed limit, especially
at the entrances to both Blackhall Colliery and Blackhall Rocks. The Parish
Council met with the County highways oﬃcer and County Councillor Rob Crute
to look at which measures would be the most eﬀective in addressing this
problem, and it was agreed to install speed visors at both locations. It has been
agreed that the Parish Council will provide half of the funding for the scheme
with the other half secured by County Councillor Crute.

Parish Council
planting schemes
We are aware that some of our wildﬂower
sites have been poor last year. Despite our
best eﬀorts we cannot control the rogue weed
which grows in these areas. As a result, the
Parish Council has agreed plans to review this
year’s summer planting which we are sure will
be an improvement.

Wild ﬂowers

Chicken’s Green
Over the past year we have worked with
County Councillor Rob Crute to address
residents’ concerns about the illegal and
dangerous trespass on this public space by
motorbikes and quad bikes.

After consulting with local residents,
Durham Police and the local community
safety team a scheme was agreed to install
anti-bike gates at the entrance points
near to Dene Road and Corry Close, with

Crimdon Hub
Work on the new coastal hub is continuing on
site at Crimdon. The new building will include
a café, much needed toilet facilities and a
community/volunteer space. The Hub will
also be used by school groups to learn about
the unique coastal wildlife at Crimdon. Once
completed the building will have sweeping
views towards Hartlepool for local residents
and visitors to enjoy. We have welcomed the
support of Councillors Rob Crute and Lynn
Pounder who have been involved with this
project from the start and who agree this will be
a huge boost for Crimdon. As we go to press

boulders installed at the gap in the fence
at the bottom of Corry Close.

Our thanks go to County
Councillor Crute who has
secured funded for the scheme.

Artists impression of the Coastal Hub at Crimdon

brickworks have commenced on site and the
internal timber framework is being erected.
The building is expected to be completed by
July 2021. (You can follow the progress of
the build on the “Durham Heritage Coast”
Facebook page).

Funding for the project has been provided
through Durham County Council and the
Government’s Coastal Community Fund.
Anyone wanting further information should
contact heritagecoast@durham.gov.uk
or telephone 03000 268131.

Chairman:
Cllr Mrs Gaynor Crute
Vice Chairman:
Cllr Rob Bowes
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Councillor Contact Details

Blackhall Colliery Ward - 8 seats
Cllr R Bowes
35 Tenth Street, Blackhall Colliery, TS27 4LY

Cllr Mrs G M Crute

132 West Street, Blackhall Colliery, TS27 4LN

Cllr Mrs L Davison
13 Shaftesbury Avenue,
Blackhall Colliery, TS27 4NF

Tel: 07483 847464
nufc.rb@googlemail.com

Tel: 07595 258749
gaynorcrute@gmail.com

Cllr Mrs A Mason

Cllr K Stanley

Cllr G Duddin

24 Park Avenue, Blackhall Colliery, TS27 4LD

4 The Crescent, Blackhall Colliery, TS27 4LE

Tel: 0191 5873881
mfarnsworth@hotmail.co.uk

g.duddin@btinternet.com

24 Daﬀodil Close, Blackhall Colliery, TS27 4NU

Tel: 0191 5869615
audrey21mason@tiscali.co.uk

Blackhall Rocks Ward - 5 seats
Cllr Mrs A Marley Lawson

Cllr Mrs S Deinali

Pilmore House, Coast Road, Blackhall Rocks
TS27 4AY

22 East Terrace, Hesleden, TS27 4PR

Tel: 0191 5180270
andmarleylawson@ yahoo.co.uk

Tel: 0770 9526401
staceydeinali@gmail.com

lorraine.davisonis@outlook.com

Monk Hesleden Parish
Council
Blackhall Resource Centre, 68 Middle Street,
Blackhall Colliery, Co. Durham TS27 4EA

Tel: 0191 5184900
Email: clerk@monkhesleden-pc.gov.uk
www.monkhesleden-pc.gov.uk

Hesleden Ward - 2 seats
Cllr N Thompson

Cllr O Deinali

16 East Terrace, Hesleden, TS27 4PR

22 East Terrace, Hesleden, TS27 4PR

Tel: 07792 787025
nthompson6@googlemail. com

Tel: 07956 153814
o.deinali@googlemail.com

Meetings of the Parish Council
In line with Government legislation and
advice meetings continue to be held
‘remotely’ using ZOOM. Agendas will be
displayed in our noticeboards and on our
website: www.monkhesleden-pc.gov.uk

Residents are welcome to join the meeting
via tablet, computer or telephone. The Zoom
link is shown on each agenda. Any residents
wishing to take part under Public Participation
must contact the Parish Clerk who will advise
on the Council’s Public Participation Policy.

Contacting Durham County Council
The Parish is also served by Durham
County Council who can be contacted
by telephone:

03000 26 0000

or by visiting their website

www.durham.gov.uk

Councillor Rob Crute & Lynn Pounder
are the elected members for Durham
County Council. Please see their
contact details below:

Cllr Rob Crute
132 West Street, Blackhall Colliery, Co
Durham, TS27 4LN

Tel: 03000 268702
E-mail: robcrute@durham.gov.uk

Agendas and minutes are available to view
on our website.

The next meeting will be held on:

19th April 2021

Police & Communities
Together (PACT)

Social distancing measures imposed
during the ongoing pandemic have
resulted in Councillor Rob Crute having
to cancel his ward surgeries. However,
he can still be contacted by using the
contact details shown above or through
his social media accounts on Facebook
or Twitter. Regular updates on his work
in the community can also be viewed
at his blog site at:
robcrute-blackhall.blogspot.com

Government Regulations prevent face to
face meetings at this time. However there
are monthly on-line PACT meetings, dates
of which are advertised on the Peterlee
Police Facebook page.

Cllr Mrs L Pounder

The local policing team provides a written
report detailing the previous month’s crime
ﬁgures at the parish council meeting. This
information is included in the minutes
which can be viewed on our website:

7 Hillside Close, Blackhall Colliery, Co
Durham, TS27 4DJ

Tel: 03000 268762
E-mail: lynn.pounder@durham.gov.uk

If residents have any issues or concerns
relating to police matters, they can contact
PCSO Ian Goodwin via e-mail:

ian.goodwin@durham.police.uk
or by calling: 101 and asking for PCSO
Ian Goodwin 6638

www.monkhesleden-pc.gov.uk

